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JSIewburyport, was Lucy Larcom. In a letter to
Miss Larcom, written in 1860, he says: " The
poem on Whitefield was written long ago. I
added an introduction to it, in which I attempted
to describe the sunset in the Merrimac valley,
which we looked on together from "Whittier hill."

In 1881, Governor John D. Long, of Massachu-
setts, incorporated in his Thanksgiving proclama-
tion the poem of Whittier's entitled " Garden."
The poem, was written to be sung at an agricul-
tural and horticultural fair in Amesbury, in 1858.
The next year it was translated into Portuguese
by Dom Pedro, Emperor of Brazil, and read at
a harvest festival. It has been translated into
Italian, and sung by peasants at the gathering of
the vintage. In this country it has served at
the festivals of many state agricultural societies.
Under date November 15, 1881, a fortnight be-
fore Thanksgiving Day, a lady friend in Boston
wrote to Mr. Whittier: " I was coming through
a poor street day before yesterday, and in the win-
dow of a wretched little shop I saw the broadside
upon which the Thanksgiving proclamation was
printed. It was a place where the light never
seemed to shine, and I saw two wretched-looking
wayfarers peering in and reading ' 0 Painter of
the fruits and flowers.' It was one of the highest
joys of achievement to see these people reading a
poem, perhaps for the first time in their lives, and
getting from it something of that' unreasoning joy'
which is the soul's continual warrant of immortal-
ity. I felfl grateful, as it were, for your sake, if
you will forgive this vicarious satisfaction."